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nationalistic-patriotic spirit. But Indian Communists [like me] viewed
the Chinese attack not only from the national angle but in the inter-
national context. They saw the need to oppose and avert the Chinese
attempt to establish hegemony over the world communist move-
ment and they believed that they should stand in the forefront of the
struggle against Chinese aggression.
We had never sought to underestimate the revolution in China,
nor the role of China in the communist movement in Asia. Till that
time we had accepted China without question as a socialist country.
Even while the invasion was in progress we did not change our posi-
tion on these matters. At the beginning we believed merely that the
Chinese attack on India was a mistake deserving condemnation.
Only later did we understand that it had deep roots and broad
objectives, signalling the emergence of a dangerous and destructive
force.
It is true enough that not all in the Communist Party were of this
view at the outset. Some were able to comprehend the implications
after a while. Some could not comprehend them even later. That
there were some who would never understand them became clear to
us even before the Chinese invasion came to an end. There was a
difference of opinion between us on fundamentals. That comrades
with serious ideological differences could continue to remain members
of one political party was a "civilized" sort of thing. But it did not
last long.
Internally, Jawaharlal Nehru stood against the unholy front
composed of elements ranging from the Swatantra Party to the
DMK, which, in the guise of opposition to the Congress, sought to
subvert his plans and his dreams. China's aggression hit him like a
bolt from the blue. Even in such a crisis Nehru retained his compo-
sure. That some of his beliefs were shattered was known only to those
who had known and studied him closely and followed him sincerely.
Nehru's remarkable composure made me understand his great
love for the people of the world including the Chinese people. Every
single action of his during that period testified to the breadth of his
vision. The high regard that I had for Mao Tse-tung and Liu Shao-chi
was fully dissipated. I saw those communist leaders as narrowminded
and frenzied national-chauvinists. My eyes were filled with tears and
a feeling of bhakti towards Nehru filled my heart as I read a speech
on the Chinese attack that he delivered at Shanti Niketan.
Nehru said: "You are not at war with China's culture nor with